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Enhanced Networks, Cooperation the Focus of ASC

Collaboration, nego-
tiation, contemplation, 
connection…all hall-
marks of the Advanced 

Security Cooperation course held at 
the DKI APCSS. One hundred and six 
U.S. and international Fellows from 
36 locations took part in this course’s 
latest iteration (ASC 17-2) Sept. 21 to 
Oct. 25.

The five-week ASC is an ex-
ecutive education program enabling 
mid-level military and civilian lead-
ers to deepen their understanding of 
security issues within political, socio-
economic, defense and environmental 
contexts.

The course’s primary intent, ac-
cording to course manager Dr. Virgin-
ia Bacay Watson, is to help “Fellows 
develop a common understanding of 
the security threats and challenges 
in the region and to find ways to en-
hance networks of cooperation.”

The ASC 17-2 curriculum offered 
25 plenary topical discussions on key 
regional issues such as countering 
violent extremism, HA/DR, economic 
security and regional security archi-

tecture and 25 electives on topics like 
civ-mil operations, maritime security, 
migration, and trafficking in persons. 
Dr. Richard Vuylsteke, East-West 
Center President, Maj. Gen. Tammy 
Harris (Royal Canadian Air Force), 

and Lt. Gen. Bryan P. Fenton, Deputy 
Commander, U. S. Pacific Command, 
served as the civilian and military 
keynote speakers, respectively.

“The APCSS perspective at the 
outset, is leaving me more informed,” 
explained Fellow Marryam Khan, 
Ministry of Interior, Pakistan. “The 
best part of the course is this wonder-
ful, brilliant mix of people from 30 

plus countries, which is a rare oppor-
tunity in itself. It has made me aware 
of the complexity, the sensitivity and 
the interconnectedness of all these is-
sues, which are besetting not just one 
country, but how they affect the entire 
region. So, you have a stake in that 
problem.”

The ASC curriculum prepares 
Fellows through courses that equip 
them with the latest information on 
the Asia-Pacific’s various sub-regions 
and on key topics, such as terrorism, 
economics and maritime security. For 
example, Associate Dean for Opera-
tions Army Col. James M. Minnich 
conducted a new joint panel discus-
sion on “Security Dynamics in North-
east Asia” with Dr. Mohan Malik.

New electives for ASC 17-2 were 
“Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction: The Security Sector Role 
in Implementation” by Assoc. Prof. 
Ben Ryan and “China’s Maritime 
Strategy and Silk Road: Dimensions 
and Implications” by Dr. Malik, and 
“Migration, Security and how they af-
fect the Asia-Pacific region” by Prof. 
Shyam Tekwani. 

Participants were from Bangla-
desh, Bhutan, Cambodia, Canada, 
Chile, China, Colombia, Fiji Islands, 
Indonesia, Japan, Kiribati, Laos, Ma-
laysia, Maldives, Marshall Islands, 
Micronesia, Mongolia, Myanmar, 

One hundred six U.S. and international 
Fellows from 38 locations took part in this 
course’s latest iteration (ASC 17-2).
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In her commencement speech, Major Leah Tadu (Fiji Islands) remarked how Fellows “ar-
rived in Hawaii with our different views and leave transformed as better security practitio-
ners in our various spheres of influence.”
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Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, Palau, 
Papua New Guinea, Peru, the Philip-
pines, Republic of Korea, Samoa, 

Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, 
Thailand, Timor-Leste, Tonga, the 
United States, Vanuatu, and Vietnam.

“By seeing all these people here 
(it) has given me hope and my per-

Of the 106 Fellows who attended this course, 26 were women. Lt. Gen. Bryan Fenton, deputy command-
er, U. S. Pacific Command was a keynote 
speaker for ASC. spective is that there is a possibility 

for settling many of the pressing 
security issues that we face today,” 
concluded Khan.

ASC 17-2 Fellows pose for their official group photo outside the Center.
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CSRT 17-1 Fellows Tackle Security Challenges

One hundred and one Fellows 
from 47 different locations graduated 
Aug. 10 from the Daniel K. Inouye 
Asia-Pacific Center for Security 
Studies’ Comprehensive Security Re-
sponses to Terrorism (CSRT) course 
in Honolulu. 

Of the 101 participants, 63% were 
from military organizations and law 
enforcement agencies, with others 
representing various government min-

istries, foreign affairs departments and 
intelligence services and academic in-
stitutions. Just over half of the course 
participants were from the Asia-Pacific 
region, with five continents repre-
sented.

Fellows participating in CSRT 17-1 
were from Bangladesh, Botswana, 
Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, 
Cameroon, Chad, Chile, China, Co-
lombia, Djibouti, Egypt, Greece, 
Guatemala, Hong Kong, India, Indo-
nesia, Jamaica, Jordan, Laos, Lebanon, 
Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mexico, 
Mongolia, Morocco, Myanmar, Ne-
pal, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Pales-
tine Authority, Papua-New Guinea, 
Philippines, Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka, 
Taiwan, Tanzania, Thailand, Timor-
Leste, Tunisia, Uganda, United States, 
Uruguay, and Vietnam.  Two regional 
organizations, the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and 
South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) were also rep-
resented.

CSRT is an annual, special focus 
course that provides security practitio-
ners from the Asia-Pacific region and 

around the world the operational and 
strategic-level skills necessary to en-
hance their ability to combat terrorism 
while cooperating with other regional 
partners. Through faculty lectures and 
guest speaker presentations in plenary 
sessions, real-world case studies, sem-
inar discussions and collaborative ex-
perience and perspective sharing, Fel-
lows explore the nature of current and 
future terrorist threats, examine the 
challenges associated with countering 
ideological support for terrorism and 
violent extremism, achieve a more 
common understanding of global and 
regional terrorism challenges, analyze 
tools and capabilities for combating 

The CSRT 17-2 Course included 92 international and nine U. S. Fellows.

A CSRT Fellow expresses his point of view 
during a seminar discussion.

Courses
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Fellows actively share their thoughts and experiences dur-
ing seminar discussions.

CSRT 17-1 Fellows discuss strategies during a Seminar discussion. 

Fellows actively share their thoughts and experiences during  
seminar discussions.

DKI APCSS Interns listen to ideas and solutions 
presented by Fellows, then record them for later 
presentations. 

terrorism and transnational threats in 
order to promote appropriate strate-
gies. It is also designed to build 
relationships between and among 
the United States and current and 
future counterterrorism practitioners 
of participating countries, for the 
purpose of developing the trust and 
confidence necessary for increased 
information sharing while identifying 
ways to reduce obstacles to coop-
eration in the international struggle 
against those who use terror to pro-
mote their goals.

This CSRT course was divided 
into three modules and held between 
plenary and smaller, seminar ses-

sions. The first module, The Prob-
lems, The Causes, The Agents, pro-
vided a framework with which to view 
contemporary terrorism and violent 
extremism through the exploration 
of historical examples, including the 
origins, motivations, environmental in-
fluences and other contributing factors 
that fuel terrorism. The second part, 
Toward a Comprehensive Response 
to Terrorism, explored various ap-
proaches to counter, deter and mitigate 
terrorism, including building whole-
of-government cooperation, regional 
and international collaboration capac-
ity, development of intelligence and 
information-sharing technologies, and 

related legal complexities.  The final 
part, An Exercise in Strategy-Build-
ing, the Fellows grouped by sub-
regions to develop counterterror strat-
egies against evident threats in their 
regions.  This enabled them to work 
with other Fellows from their regions, 
in some cases breaching national ri-
valries, to first better understand the 
biases that drive decision making in 
their cultures and later to examine fu-
ture trends in their regions and the pri-
orities along with the elements needed 
for a viable counterterrorism plan to 
collectively mitigate emerging terror-
ist activities and threats.
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the entire Center exhibits during a course.  The knowledge 
and networking they leave with will enhance their careers 
and U.S. National Security for decades to come.”

To achieve this the course provided a diverse group of 
plenary presentations and electives, as well as SME-guided 
seminar discussions.

The course is normally geared towards U.S. Fellows, but 
this iteration had a ratio of 80 percent U.S. and 20 percent 
international.  The Fellows were predominately military 
with 67 percent military and 33 percent government civil-
ians.  With 28 percent female, this is the highest ratio of 
female-male for this particular course. 

Also, for the first time, 39 members of the Regional 
Leaders Development Program – Pacific were embedded in 
APOC as part of their three-week program.

APOC is one of six formal courses at DKI APCSS that 
follow a model of participant-centered learning.

One hundred and forty-four U.S. and inter-
national Fellows participated in the Asia-
Pacific Orientation Course (APOC) 17-3 
at the Daniel K Inouye Asia-Pacific Center 

for Security Studies in Honolulu. The five-day course 
concluded Aug. 25, and included Fellows from Australia, 
Canada, China, France, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, the 
Republic of Korea, Singapore, and Taiwan.

APOC is designed to provide an overview of regional 
states and trends in the security, economy, politics, defense, 
and information arenas. Faculty members address these ar-
eas in the context of the major sub-regions: Northeast Asia, 
Southeast Asia, South Asia and Oceania.

Thirty-nine of the 144 Fellows are also participants in 
the Regional Leadership Development Program – Pacific, 
a Joint, multi-national activity sponsored by U. S. Army 
Pacific (USARPAC) targeting mid-career military profes-
sionals.

According to the Course Manager Professor Bill Wien-
inger, “APOC 17-3 was 
my favorite APOC of 
2017.  The course intro-
duced two new plenary 
topics (one on North Ko-
rea and one on the South 
China Sea) which were 
extremely well received, 
and we look forward to 
continued innovation in 
APOC 18-1.  Fellows were 
very impressed with the 
depth of faculty subject 
matter expertise and the 
professionalism which 

 

Asia-Pacific Orientation Course 17-3  
144 Fellows complete third successful APOC of 2017

APOC 17-3 Fellows take their group discussion to the Maluhia Hall 
lanai.

Courses
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The Daniel K. Inouye Asia-Pacific 
Center for Security Studies (DKI 
APCSS) co-sponsored a first-ever four 
day Mobile Asia-Pacific Orientation 
Course (MAPOC) held outside U. 
S. borders Sept. 12-15 in Seoul. The 
course was co-sponsored by United 
States Forces Korea (USFK) and pro-
moted critical thinking related to the 
increasingly complex Indo-Pacific 
security dynamics.

Eighty-seven Fellows completed 
the four-day course: 52 from United 
States Forces Korea (USFK), 13 from 
United States Forces Japan (USFJ), 
and 22 international Fellows from ten 
countries to include eight from Korea, 
four from Japan, two from Australia, 
two from New Zealand, and one each 
from Colombia, Italy, Poland (Charge 
D’Affaires), Sweden (Member of the 
Neutral Nation Supervisory Com-
mittee and former Chief of Navy), 
Switzerland, and the United Kingdom. 
Seventeen percent of the class was 
female.

This “Road Show” course also 
focused on building greater strategic 
awareness among security practitio-
ners for enhancing strategic stability 

First-ever Mobile APOC held outside the U. S.
among the major powers, managing 
the global commons, and considering 
approaches to manage traditional and 
non-traditional security challenges – 
all objectives aligned with Office of 
Secretary of Defense (OSD) Policy.

USFK Commander, Gen. Vincent 
Brooks opened the course with an 
extended interactive discussion about 
the security situation on the Korean 
peninsula. This provided Fellows with 
insight into the thoughts and concerns 
of a senior commander.

The Korea National Defense Uni-
versity joined the DKI APCSS faculty 
team to present an elective entitled 
“Korean Perspectives of U.S.-ROK 
Relations.” This elective had the 
second highest attendance of all the 
electives, and was very well received 
by the Fellows, according to survey 
results.

End of course surveys reflected 
that this course significantly deepened 
Fellows understanding of the security 
dynamics on the Korean Peninsula and 
deepened their professional networks 
with end of course polling indicating 
59% of the Fellows made at least four 
new professional contacts, while an 

additional 18% made seven or more 
new contacts. These contacts are es-
sential to effectively addressing the 
complex international security threats 
we all face.

The achieved outcomes were:
 » Increased understanding of 

the Indo-Pacific cultures, histories, 
politics, economies, national identi-
ties, and geopolitical considerations 
underpinning national behaviors and 
regional interactions.

 » Expanded interagency security 
practitioner networks and broadened 
opportunities for cross-institutional 
collaboration.

 » Enhanced understanding of 
regional perspectives of the United 
States and U.S. policy.

DKI APCSS offers APOC in-resi-
dence three times in 2017 and this was 
the first of two iterations of MAPOC 
offered in 2017. This participant-
centered experience focuses on U.S. 
security practitioners, ideally early 
in their Indo-Pacific-oriented tours, 
and allows Fellows to develop their 
knowledge and networks with regional 
counterparts.

DKI APCSS offers APOC in-residence three times this year and this is the first of two iterations of MAPOC offered in CY 2017.
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Senior leaders complete transnational 
cooperation course at DKI APCSS

Twenty-seven senior leaders from 
twenty-four nations and one regional 
organization participated in the Trans-
national Security Cooperation course 
(TSC 17-2) from Nov. 12 – 17 at the 
Daniel K. Inouye Asia-Pacific Center 
for Security Studies (DKI APCSS).

The course is offered twice a year 
to senior security practitioners from 
the whole-of-government and society 
at the vice-minister to ambassador 
(two- to four-star) level.  It aims to 
enhance awareness of transnational 
security issues within the complex 
environments in which they occur; ex-
plore collaborative policies to address 
transnational security challenges; iden-
tify opportunities to strengthen states’ 
capacities; and promote effective secu-
rity governance.

TSC 17-2 examined the nexus be-
tween traditional and non-traditional 
elements of security to highlight the 
importance of a broader understanding 
of security. The blended approach of 
plenary lectures, elective presentations 
and a tabletop exercise kept senior 
leaders actively engaged in a shared 

learning experience during the course 
of the week. 

“We describe the participants in the 
TSC course as `Senior Fellows’ for a 
reason,” explained TSC Course Man-
ager Jonathan Odom.  “These officials 
serve in some of the highest-ranking 
positions within their governments, 
and bring a wealth of experience as 
security practitioners into our class-
rooms.”  Odom pointed out that, with 
an average of 25 years of government 

service, the 27 Senior Fellows of TSC 
17-2 have a cumulative total of nearly 
seven centuries of experience ad-
dressing security challenges that face 
their nations.  “For this reason,” noted 

The 27 Senior Fellows of TSC 17-2 have a cumulative total of nearly seven centuries of 
experience

TSC 17-2 Fellows work together on an 
exercise. 
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continued on page 38

Transparency, Inclusion and Mutual Respect are the cornerstones for discussion at the 
Center. 


